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construction  and  Development  (EBRD)  –  in  the
third case. The attempts to determine the correlation
of  values  with  religious  preferences  prompted  the
necessity to raise the issue of the cultural capital of
social groups in Ukraine, in connection with which it
seems advisable in the future to connect the relevant
methodology  of  Mariano  Grondona,  modified  by
scholars like L. Harrison, I. Chkonia M. Mattini, and
to assess the cultural capital of certain public or reli-
gious groups by means of a 25-factor table of high
and low indicators of cultural capital.  Investigation
of this problem is so important, given the dynamic
of changes in Ukrainian society, that their very rele-

vant and fundamental works appeared also in Russia
and  in  different  countries.  In  particular,  in  2011,
Maria Snegovaia defended at Moscow HSE a thesis
for the degree of Candidate of Economic Sciences
themed  The Impact of religious affiliation on the socio-eco-
nomic preferences and behavior of religious respondents (case
study of Ukraine). The issue of socio-economic prefer-
ences of the Ukrainian society was included as one
of the most important cases of global processes in
the collective monograph Culture Matters in Russia and
Everywhere: Backdrop for the Russia-Ukraine Conflict (Ed.
by L. Harrison and E. G. Yasin. Lanham 2015).

Boris Knorre Moskva

ANNINA CAVELTI KEE: Kultureller  Nationalis-
mus und Religion. Nationsbildung am Fallbei-
spiel  Irland  mit  Vergleichen  zu  Preußisch-Po-
len.  Frankfurt  a.M.  [usw.]:  Lang,  2014.  XVIII,
290 S., 2 Abb. = Menschen und Strukturen. His-
torisch-sozialwissenschaftliche  Studien, 22.
ISBN: 978-3-631-64736-3.

Religion und Nation. Tschechen, Deutsche und
Slowaken im 20. Jahrhundert. Hrsg. von Kristina
Kaiserová / Eduard Nižňanský / Martin Schul-
ze Wessel. Essen: Klartext, 2015. 192 S. = Veröf-
fentlichungen zur Kultur und Geschichte im öst-
lichen Europa, 46. ISBN: 978-3-8375-1286-1.

Strategies of Symbolic Nation-Building in South
Eastern Europe. Edited by Pål Kolstø. Farnham,
Surrey,  Burlington,  VT:  Ashgate,  2014.  272 S.,
42 Abb.  = Southeast  European  Studies.  ISBN:
978-1-4724-1916-3.

The  relation between religion and  nationalism has
been studied extensively.  Three  recent  books,  one
monograph  and  two  collections  of  articles,  show
that this correlation remains a relevant topic of study
that  can  still  be  approached  from innovative  per-
spectives. They have a comparative perspective and
cover a wide geographical  scope. Though focusing
on different time periods, from the 19th century to
the present day, what they have in common is the
theme of nationalism and nation-building and their
entanglement with religion.

The edited volume  Religion und Nation: Tschechen,
Deutsche  und  Slowaken  im 20. Jahrhundert by  Kristina
Kaiserová,  Eduard  Nižňanský,  and  Martin  Schulze
Wessel comprises  a  selection of  eight  case  studies
written by experts in East-Central European history.
This  is  another  example  of  regional  scholarly  co-

operation, included into the book series published by
the German-Czech and German-Slovak Historians’
Commission.  The  introduction  by  MARTIN

SCHULZE WESSEL sets  the  tone,  arguing  that  the
mobilizing  potential  of religion and nationalism as
well as the ecclesiastical and religious aspects of the
history  of  nationalism can best  be  grasped by  ap-
proaching them from a social-historical perspective.
The social  influences connected with the  develop-
ment  of  the  national  movements  in  the  19th  and
20th century  are  central  to  the  questions  of  the
volume.

The introduction raises the very important issue
of the relation between religion and nationalism as
cultural systems, an issue very often addressed in the
existing literature. Schulze Wessel puts forward the
question whether religion is contrary to nationalism
or an interpretative system which nationalism builds
on and uses for its purposes. In other words, are reli-
gion  and  nationalism  antagonisms  or  have  they  a
symbiotic  relation?  According  to  Schulze  Wessel,
both understandings are possible. In the first  case,
religion and nationalism can be perceived as compet-
ing forces, where the multi-confessionalism of East-
Central  Europe represents  an especially  interesting
example. A specialty of this region, according to the
author, was that national integration had to be posi-
tioned against other groups which shared the same
confession. This leads to examples of religious actors
supporting  the  overcoming  of  the  confessional
standpoints to promote national unification in times
of national mobilization. In the second case, religion
and nationalism can have a symbiotic relation, mean-
ing that religion can be taken as an interpretative sys-
tem which can be translated into national categories,
as  it  was  done  by  religious  actors  throughout  the
19th  and  20th century.  The  inclusion  of  religious
narratives and traditions into national master-narrat-
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ives served to provide a nation with deeper signific-
ance  and  recognition  among  other  European  na-
tions, to elevate a nation and to separate it from the
others.

Why limiting the scope to Germans, Czechs, and
Slovaks specifically in the study of the history of reli-
gion and nationalism? The volume’s main argument
is that this region is distinct from the other regions
in Europe, such as South-Eastern Europe or Poland.
In East-Central Europe, religious differences do not
reflect  boundaries  among  ethnic  majorities  and
minorities and the nations are not confessionally uni-
form. The religions compete in the interpretation of
the nation and confessions are interpreted as posit-
ive  or  negative  for  national  traditions.  Because  of
that, there are conflicts which do not exist in other
regions, is argued in the volume. Namely, overcom-
ing of the confessional stance of the members of a
nation which is confessionally divided is promoted
by nationalists for national integration.

ANNINA CAVELTI KEE’s  monograph  Kultureller
Nationalismus und Religion explores the role of cultural
nationalists and their relation to the Catholic Church
in the process of nation-building in Ireland, where
Prussian Poland provides a comparative perspective.
Actually  going  beyond  comparison  by  using  the
method of histoire croisée, the study focuses on the en-
tanglement of three factors: the cultural nationalists,
the Catholic Church, and the Irish and Polish people
respectively.  The  introductory  chapters  provide  a
very detailed theoretical, conceptual, and methodolo-
gical framework, introducing cultural nationalism as
the main concept in the study. Drawing from a wide
scope of existing literature, the author offers a defin-
ition of cultural nationalism as being based on the
cultural past, the origin of the people, their culture of
remembrance, and their values, needs, and traditions.
As such, cultural nationalism encompasses reflection
of the everyday life and entails both everyday aspects
of living together as well as intellectual perspective
such as literature, art, music, and sports. She argues
that cultural nationalism can turn into a mass move-
ment  and  had  a  great  influence  and  acceptance
among the population of Ireland and Poland.

The role of religion in the consolidation of na-
tional identity in the late 19th century represents an
important aspect of the Cavelti Kee’s study. Religion
is  understood  broadly  in  the  book,  incorporating
three appearances of it – personal, institutional, and
cultural. In this way, religion represents the personal
relation of the individual members of a society to it,
the church as an institution, as well as religion as a
part of culture and history. The author argues that

religion played an essential role in the everyday life
of Ireland in the 19th century, where the church had
large influence on not only private and but also the
public life. Furthermore, all three aspects of religion
were instrumentalized by cultural nationalists in or-
der  to  strengthen  their  striving  for  national  inde-
pendence. As the success of cultural nationalism de-
pends on its cooperation with the established social
organizations and institutions which provide it with
legitimacy, it was the support of the Catholic Church
for movements such as GAA and Gaelic League in
Ireland which helped the idea of an independent na-
tion become closer to and be accepted by the major-
ity of the population. The comparison with Prussian
Poland showes that Ireland was no exceptional case
in Europe and that the main arguments of the study
can be translated and applied to other countries as
well.

Unlike the other two publications under review,
the  volume  Strategies  of  Symbolic  Nation-building  in
South Eastern Europe edited by Pål Kolstø focuses not
specifically on religion, but more broadly on the role
of symbols in the process of nation-building. In con-
trast to the above-mentioned works, it is oriented to-
wards  contemporary  developments  in  the  post-so-
cialist  countries.  The  volume  takes  Albania  and
former Yugoslavia with an exception of Slovenia for
its case studies and each contribution to the volume
covers one of the countries. The basis for this large-
scale  comparative  research  project  represent  1500
surveys done in each state.  Avoiding the common
top-down  approach  to  nation-building,  this  edited
volume seeks to measure popular attitudes towards
the state and its symbols and the population’s loyalty
towards  the  nation-building  programme.  In  other
words, the volume is concerned with the results and
effectiveness of the nation-building processes among
the region’s population.

In his introduction to the volume, Kolstø offers a
detailed theoretical framework, separating state- and
nation-building  and  defining  nation-building  as  a
strategy of identity consolidation within a state. Ac-
cording to him, the post-communist  countries ori-
ginating  from  the  former  Soviet  Union  and
Yugoslavia belong to a third wave of nation-build-
ing, the first two being the establishment of the ‘old’
nation-states of Western Europe and the founding
of new states as a result of the decolonization of the
1960s. He claims that the post-communist wave of
nation-building can be distinguished from the previ-
ous  ones  by  not  being tied to  modernization  and
democratization,  and  running  over  much  shorter
time  spans.  This  results  in  direct  and  deliberate
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methods of nation-building becoming more promin-
ent and intense.

The role of  religion represents  one of  the  four
parameters of the analysis  throughout  the volume,
the other three being ethnic culture, historical ima-
gination, and geographical imagination. The question
posed is how much religious symbols and identities
are regimented by state authorities for political pur-
poses, examining the role of the religion in identity
formation such as the Catholic  Church in Croatia,
Christian Orthodoxy in Serbia, or various faiths in
Albania.  The  concluding  chapter  summarizes  the
results.  The  main  argument  regarding  religion and
nation-building  is  that  religion  plays  an  important
role only if it is connected to ethnicity and the reli-
gious composition of the state represents one of the
preconditions  for  nation-building.  Although  the
starting assumption might be that religious diversity
can always be counted as a significant factor in pre-
dicting loyalty of the population, as the chapters on
Macedonia  and  Bosnia  in  the  volume  showed,  in
some cases it does not correlate at all, like in Albania
and  Montenegro.  Thus,  the  concluding  chapter

claims  that  religion  is  not  an  independent  factor:
when it correlates strongly with loyalty it is because
religious  faith  is  intimately  linked  to  ethnicity.  In
other words, when it comes to politics and attitudes
towards  nation-building,  religion  is  a  surrogate  to
ethnicity and “ethnicity is what really matters”.

On the whole, these recent publications represent
another important contribution to the study of reli-
gion and nationalism which generated a considerable
research interest in the international scholarship dur-
ing the previous decades. They also represent a bril-
liant example of the research possibilities revolving
around the overall theme of the role of religion in
nation-building  processes.  Approaching  this  topic
from the perspectives of social history, histoire croisée,
or with a bottom-up perspective, the books provide
thoughtful insights into the issue as well as into the
respective regions of Europe in general. They repres-
ent a valuable resource for studying the place of reli-
gion in the context of nation-building and the differ-
ent interactions of actors and entanglements which
exist.

Jelena Đureinović, Gießen

MARCIN STARZYŃSKI:  Das mittelalterliche Kra-
kau. Der Stadtrat im Herrschaftsgefüge der pol-
nischen Metropole.  Aus dem Polnischen über-
setzt von Christian Prüfer und Kai Witzlack-Ma-
karevich.  Köln,  Weimar,  Wien:  Böhlau,  2015.
XII, 223 S. = Städteforschung, Reihe A: Darstel-
lungen, 92. ISBN: 978-3-412-22382-3.

Die historische Bedeutung Krakaus ist unstrittig; die
Stadt vereinte in ihrer Geschichte die Funktionen der
polnischen Hauptstadt des Mittelalters mit denen ei-
nes religiösen Zentrums und einer reichen Handels-
stadt mit überregionaler Bedeutung, die über ihre Ver-
bindungen weit  über die  Landesgrenzen ausstrahlte.
Die Rechtsstadtgründung bzw. Lokation nach Magde-
burger Recht im Jahre 1257 durch Herzog  Bolesław
Wstydliwy von Kleinpolen kann in ihrer Bedeutung
für die Entwicklung der Stadt kaum überschätzt wer-
den. In besonderem Maße trifft dies für die Herausbil-
dung von Strukturen der Selbstverwaltung zu, die sich
sukzessive entwickelten. Bei der vorliegenden Arbeit
handelt es sich um eine gekürzte Fassung der Disser-
tation des Autors, die der Geschichte des Stadtrates
gewidmet ist. Sie wurde 2009 an der Krakauer Jagiel-
lonen-Universität  angenommen und ein Jahr  darauf
unter dem Titel  Krakowska rada miejska w średniowieczu
als dritter Band der Krakauer Reihe  Maiestas, potestas,
communitas veröffentlicht.

In seiner Einleitung skizziert Starzyński die Quel-
len-  und  Forschungslage  zur  Stadtgeschichte  Kra-
kaus im Allgemeinen und die ihres Rates im Beson-
deren und vermittelt dabei knapp, aber eindrücklich
die spezifischen Probleme der Überlieferung, in der
sich auch die wechselvolle Geschichte der Stadt wie
des Landes spiegelt.

Im ersten Hauptteil der Arbeit widmet sich  Sta-
rzyński den  Anfängen des  Stadtrates  bis  ins  frühe
14. Jahrhundert  und  versucht,  die  Entstehungszeit
des 1264 erstmals  urkundlich erwähnten Stadtrates
genauer einzugrenzen, die personelle Zusammenset-
zung des frühen Stadtrates, den Zugang zu diesem
Amt  sowie  den  ursprünglichen  Kompetenzbereich
zu rekonstruieren. Bei der Diskussion der infolge der
Überlieferungssituation  eher  wenigen  Quellen  und
der  auf  ihnen  basierenden  Forschungsliteratur  ge-
lingt es ihm überzeugend, die eine oder andere bis-
lang eingeführte  These zu entkräften,  so beispiels-
weise in der Frage, ob es Veränderungen in der Be-
setzung  des  Stadtrates  im  Frühjahr  1311  gewesen
seien, die zum Aufstand des Vogtes Albert geführt
hätten, was  Starzyński für unzutreffend hält (S. 35).
Der  ursprüngliche  Aufgabenkatalog  des  Stadtrates
lag  nicht  nur in der  Kontrolle  der  Maße und Ge-
wichte, sondern auch in der Überwachung aller Vor-
schriften,  die  mit  dem Handel  in  Zusammenhang
standen. Dabei sollte es aber, wie Starzyński im wei-
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