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which focused on a series of protests that
lead them to call the Balkans ‘the rebel
peninsula’, is cited as a bridge to broader
interests in a global wave of uprising rath-
er than as an attempt to theorise phenom-
ena in the region themselves. Reading the
volume, I was hoping that some of the au-
thors might, in their future work, take up
the ambitious question of what a ground-
ed theory of citizenship and contentious
politics in Southeastern Europe could be.

Still, the collection is a welcome addi-
tion to the interdisciplinary conversation
on social movements and citizenship.
It challenges us to rethink citizenship
claims in Southeastern Europe and to con-
sider what political actions can be when
they eschew institutions of liberal demo-
cracy, such as political parties or non-
governmental organisations. The authors
discuss their cases in a subtle manner,
which allows them to not predetermine
what political success is. Rather, they ex-
plore how the understanding of success is
tied to broader political contexts in which
activist citizens operate and how those
contexts could be transformed through
various forms of activism.

Ognjen Kojani¢ (Pittsburgh)

Larisa Jasarevi¢, Health and Wealth on
the Bosnian Market. Intimate Debt,
Bloomington: Indiana  University
Press, 2017. 282 pp., ISBN 978-0-253-
02382-7, $ 21.16

What are the connections between
health and wealth, between medicine
and the market? This is just one of the
questions that Larisa Jasarevi¢ poses in
her book Health and Wealth on the Bosnian
Market. Intimate Debt. Jasarevi¢ investi-
gates the entanglements between the
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economy, the living body and the notion
of the good life in postsocialist and post-
conflict Bosnia and Herzegovina. Her
ethnography is based on extensive field-
work in the Bosnian city of Tuzla and is
a great contribution to the scholarship
on former Yugoslavia as well as to med-
ical anthropology and political economy
more broadly.

Jasarevic’s work fits well with other re-
cent ethnographies of contemporary Bos-
nia, such as those by Azra Hromadzic,
Stef Jansen, Elissa Helms, and Carna
Brkovi¢, that move beyond studies of
ethnicity, nationalism and politics with
a capital P! Jasarevi¢ steers away from
presenting Bosnia-Herzegovina and the
wider region as perpetually trapped in
the tropes of balkanisation, backward-
ness, and transition. The book with its
focus on alternative forms of health,
spiritual and bodily healing could have
easily slipped into orientalising and bal-
kanising tropes. However, Jasarevi¢ mas-
terfully evades such tropes by focusing
on the embodied and entangled nature of
health and wealth, on the body and the
economy. Drawing on the work of philos-
opher Jean Luc Nancy, she is interested in
exploring more than just the particulari-
ties of the Bosnian context but the human
condition overall.

! Azra Hromadzic, Citizens of an Empty
Nation. Youth and State-Making in Post-
war Bosnia-Herzegovina, Philadelphia/PA
2015; Stef Jansen. Yearnings in the Mean-
time. ‘Normal Lives” and the State in a Sara-
jevo Apartment Complex, New York/NY,
Oxford 2015; Elissa Helms, Innocence and
Victimhood. Gender, Nation, and Women’s
Activism in Postwar Bosnia-Herzegovina.
Madison/W1, London 2013; Carna Brkovié,
Managing Ambiguity. How Clientelism,
Citizenship, and Power Shape Personhood
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, New York/NY,
Oxford 2017.
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Thebook is a compilation of detours, en-
tanglements, and indebtedness. Jasarevi¢
does not focus on either medical institu-
tions nor formal market institutions. Rath-
er, as she points out, her approach is more
sideways (20). She seeks out the connec-
tions between health and wealth not in
the clinics and hospitals but in the open-
air markets, people’s homes and in public
transportation. Jasarevi¢ spends time in
Tuzla’s open-air markets, public squares
and trains eavesdropping on conversa-
tions where she shows that the bodily en-
tangles with the economic. She focuses on
the entanglement of biomedical, herbalist,
magical and religious healing that are all
present in the everyday practices and pur-
suits of health by the citizens of Tuzla.

The subtitle of the book Intimate Debt is
well suited. Debt is more than an econom-
icterm, itis a state of being, a bodily expe-
rience. Intimate debts are never to be fully
repaid because this state of informal debt
shapes one’s subjectivity and sense of be-
ing part of a collective. Informal debts
also keep small entrepreneurship afloat
in Bosnia as most people are struggling
to make ends meet. Most market traders
and shopkeepers give goods ‘on pencils’
(na olovku), with the assurance that their
customers will repay them when they
can. This type of indebted economy caus-
es anxiety and stress for both the sellers
and the buyers—that is the market caus-
es bodily ailments. People worry them-
selves sick (stkirancija) over their jobs and
their debts, but most of all they worry
about and on the behalf of others. For be-
ing without debt means being outside the
social collective in Bosnia. Rather than
being seen as bad for the market econo-
my, informal loans and intimate debts
are the pillars of sociality that is crucial
for the expansion of the market economy.
One of the main takeaways of Jasarevic’s
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book is that the market is more closely en-
tangled with health than just paying for
medication and visiting the doctor’s of-
fice for acheck-up. For example, when
Jasarevi¢ asks her informants at the open-
air market how their business is going,
the answers they give are almost always
about the state of their health. Health and
wealth are entangled to the point where
one is inextricably linked to the other.

Health is the greatest wealth. Jasarevic,
through her well-written ethnography,
describes how people navigate precarity
and how this neoliberal precarity is both
embodied and managed. In this sense,
her work resonates well with the work of
Carna Brkovié, who looks at formal social
and welfare institutions and the informal
economy to understand how people man-
age ambiguity. Jasarevi¢’s work is com-
plementary as it looks at how health and
wellbeing are being managed and under-
stood under the new economic precarity
of neoliberalism.

This book is a great contribution, not
only to postsocialist anthropology and
anthropology of Eastern Europe. While
reading JaSarevi¢’s work, I was left with
the question of how debt and precarity
are experienced phenomenologically in
other settings as well. Can we trace sim-
ilar entanglements between the health
practices of American college students
who are burdened with student loan
debts? Jasarevi¢’s work provides fresh
and distinct insight into the connections
between medical anthropology and polit-
ical economy, and thus is a necessary read
and a great inspiration for all scholars
looking to approach their own research
from a sideways approach.

Ljiljana Pantovi¢ (Pittsburgh)



