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of research. At the same time, a critical ap-
proach to statehood, democratic institu-
tions, and the term ‘justice’, which isn’t
discussed at all, would have contributed
to a better-grounded analysis of gender
relations and how they are embedded in
power relations. In sum, through its (with-
out exception) well-researched articles, the
book occupies a fruitful ground and opens
up the chance for further research and dis-
cussion: e.g., on theoretical questions, the
dominance of human rights as the political
grounds for progressive policies in post-
socialist countries, or the role of suprana-
tional institutions and international forces
in postconflict societies.

Brigita Malenica (Hamburg)

Sabrina P. Ramet/ Albert Simkus / Ola
Listhaug, eds, Civic and Uncivic Values
in Kosovo. History, Politics and Value
Transformation, Budapest et al.: Central
European University Press 2015. 448 pp.,
ISBN 978-963-386-073-1, $70.00

Civic and Uncivic Values in Kosovo, the
sixth volume in the series of books collec-
tively entitled ‘Civic and Uncivic Values in
the Yugoslav Successor States” and edited
by Sabrina P. Ramet, Albert Simkus, and
Ola Listhaug, provides an extensive over-
view of the historical context of the conflict
between the Serbs and the Albanians over
the territory of Kosovo, and the means that
have led to reconciliation and cohabitation.

Kosovo’s history, and especially the
interethnic relations among Kosovo’s citi-
zens, have been the focus of numerous re-
searchers since the end of the war there in
1999. The war’s aftermath created a myriad
of processes that have served as leitmotifs
for young and senior scholars alike to ana-
lyse the escalation and de-escalation of the
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conflict, its beginnings and ending, along
a spectrum of different contexts. This edit-
ed volume represents one of the most com-
prehensive examinations of the interlinked
sociological and historical contexts of state-
building in Kosovo. Critically examining
the role of the national and international
actors not only in the reconciliation pro-
cess but also before and during the war, the
book provides insightful information about
the history of the antagonisms between Ko-
sovo’s Serb and Albanian populations, the
international intervention, the period prior
to independence, and the era of independ-
ent statehood.

Reconciliation has not yet been achieved
in Kosovo despite the efforts of the United
Nations and the European Union, which
have been trying for years to effect it
through policies encouraging coexistence,
mutual tolerance, multiculturalism, and
societal inclusion. The elusiveness of rec-
onciliation is proving to be a burden for Ko-
sovo on its way to international integration.
We can now see that the strategy employed
to effect reconciliation was wrong. The in-
ternational community confined itself to
financial support of the non-governmental
sector, which was seen as the best tool to
transform societal values. However, even at
present, the Serbs —especially those living
the North, but generally as well —hold on
to the idea that Kosovo is Serbian territory.

The majority of the book is dedicated
to various aspects of Kosovo’s social con-
text as well as to its history and interethnic
relations. The book examines the roots of
the problems that led to societal divisions
and violent events, as well as the period of
international administration and the post-
independence era (independence was de-
clared in 2008).

The first part provides a historical over-
view of Kosovo and its struggle for inde-
pendence based mainly on the research
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and narratives of Noel Malcolm and Tim
Judah, but also numerous other sources.
This background helps bring a balanced
approach to the book and offers an ob-
jective survey of the period from 1878 all
the way up to 2008, without overlooking
the impact of international community
in shaping Kosovo’s political landscape,
beginning with the UN/UNMIK mission
there. Several other books and research
papers have neglected considering the ef-
fects of the international administration on
Kosovo and its political and social develop-
ment. The international community’s often
neutral and reactive rather than proactive
strategies have further broadened the gap
between the Kosovo Serbs and the Koso-
vo Albanians living in the country. That
the facts and arguments are presented in
a very balanced and nuanced fashion in
the contributing chapters will surely make
this book a valuable resource for future re-
searchers and historians. One should also
note the contributions on the international
presence in Kosovo and the comprehensive
description of the interactions between the
international and the national actors.

In Kosovo there were many mispercep-
tions on the ground as well as inconsist-
encies on the part of the UN and the EU,
which both tried to impose a ‘made to fit’
standard without considering national, his-
torical, sociological, and cultural contexts.
In hindsight the errors in this approach are
evident. Noteworthy in this regard is Jo-
hanna Deimel’s contribution, ‘The interna-
tional presence in Kosovo, 1999-2008" (119-
141), where she comprehensively describes
the relations between the international
community and the national stakeholders
as well as the ambiguity of the international
presence in Kosovo.

The second part, ‘Politics’, concentrates
on the development of the political system
towards a stable, long-standing solution to
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the Serb—Albanian antagonism. The anemic
approach of the international community,
opting for political stability over develop-
ment, has been more divisive than helpful
to the integration process, and has been
accompanied by incompetence and a lack
of administrative and political experi-
ence on the part of national actors. Civic
values, such as those represented by the
inclusion of women in politics and repara-
tions for past transgressions, have failed
massively in the postwar period, as exten-
sively described in the contributions of this
section.

The volume brings the reader to the
core of the political and sociological debate
about Kosovo: Can these two ethnic groups
cohabitate and, if so, how are the stumbling
blocks on the way there be smoothed over?
Bringing back myths from the past and
transmitting them to the new generations
will only broaden the gap between Serbs
and Albanians in the Republic of Kosovo.

Authors and researchers from Europe
and beyond have come together in this
edited volume to try to answer whether
Kosovo has reached its full potential in
terms of civic values, especially mutual
tolerance among its diverse peoples, and
whether this shows them to be close to hav-
ing European values, such as they are. One
of the major problems may well lie in the
dramatic change from an era of oppression
to one of pluralist democracy —to some this
transition may be quite a heavy burden to
bear. The subjects of the research in this
book encompass historical facts based on
empirical evidence, statistical data, myths,
and the comparison of history books: all
studied so that authors can ultimately
conclude whether Kosovo is ready to em-
brace truly the values of tolerance, coexist-
ence, and democracy that European Union
countries promote and attempt to instill
in others.
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This volume provides insights and rel-
evant material for practitioners of Europe-
an studies, sociology, and political science.
Researchers and other students of politics,
sociology, the Balkans and specifically Ko-
sovo will find this book very useful and
helpful in order to better understand the re-
lationship between Albanians and Serbs in
Kosovo and the historical context of state-
building in the country. This volume makes
a contribution to the extensive literature for
scholars who are focusing their research
on state-building in Kosovo and the path
to reconciliation.

Lorik Pustina (Szeged)

Roumen Daskalov/ Alexander Vezen-
kov, eds, Entangled Histories of the
Balkans. Volume Three. Shared Pasts,
Disputed Legacies, Leiden: Brill 2015
(Balkan Studies Library 16). 498 pp.,
ISBN 9789004271166, €160.00

With the passing of the symbolic centen-
nial year of 2014, the momentum for the
integration of the Balkans into Europe has
clearly been lost. The current political situ-
ation is characterized by a search for a vi-
able programme to provide direction and
a sense of meaning. Southeast European
Studies, predominantly in the German
tradition of area studies, faces a similar
‘identity crisis” of sorts. The crisis is not
apparent in PhD theses and monographs
on specific nations, states, social groups,
and events. Why would a study of the peas-
antry in Albania, informed by state-of-the-
art historiography and theoretical notions,
be less legitimate than a similar study on
France? Why should one write yet another
study of the 1848 revolution in Austria, but
not in Romania? A decade ago, a ‘Histori-
kerstreit” gave Southeast European studies
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arallying point and a sense of mission. Are
the historical specificities and coherence of
the Balkan region weighty enough to jus-
tify regional studies? And if so, should one
compare the individual Balkan state enti-
ties, or should the focus be on transfer and
entanglement? These principled debates
seem to have subsided and, in the mean-
time, more than a handful of comparative
studies crossing the well-established East-
West or East-Southeast divide in Europe
has been published.

Typically, the crisis sketched out above
is most pressing in more ambitious multi-
volume and multiyear projects. The organ-
isers of the six-volume history of Southeast-
ern Europe currently in the making at the
Leibniz-Institute for East and Southeast Eu-
ropean Studies in Regensburg' have chosen
to devote an early-modern and a modern
history volume to each of the areas of po-
litical, socioeconomic and cultural history.
Within each volume, special “stills” of cross-
country comparison and entanglement as
well as thematic longue durée chapters are
used to break out of a classic nation-by-na-
tion chronological narrative. The Entangled
Histories of the Balkans series, in which
four volumes have been published since
2013, is both a complement and an alterna-
tive to the Regensburg project.? Some top-
ics, such as nationalism and nation-build-
ing from volume I, are well represented
in the Regensburg volumes, too. Overall,
the editors of the Entangled Histories se-
ries, Roumen Daskalov, Diana Mishkova,
Tchavdar Marinov, and Alexander Vezen-
kov, have adopted an approach that places
a greater emphasis on the history of ideas
and concepts. More importantly, the Brill

! See http://www.ios-regensburg.de/en/
ios-publications/standard-works/handbook-
of-the-history-of-southeast-europe.html.

2 See http://www.brill.com/entangled-
histories-balkans.



