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the (rural) populace (42), Dorondel’s study
is open-minded and subtle in its analysis.
The first postsocialist government in
Romania, dominated by the National Sal-
vation Front, hesitated to initiate a radical
neoliberal shock therapy. Eventually, ‘ad-
vice’ by Western agencies, such as the In-
ternational Monetary Fund and the World
Bank, and the electoral victory of the pro-
western Democratic Convention in 1996
marked a breakthrough. Dorondel explic-
itly underlines that these neoliberal objec-
tives were not simply imposed on a passive
populace. Instead, villagers demanded res-
titution and thus became themselves part
of the project (57). He also notes that some
postsocialist governments were hesitant
at best and that new national parks and
environmental laws were created, de facto
limiting private property rights. The added
value of this book’s local perspective and
anthropological view can hardly be over-
estimated. The above developments on the
national level are well known, but become
way more intricate and colourful on the
village level. Decollectivisation and defor-
estation caused by privatisation or illegal
logging have been linked to changes in
the social and political situation of the vil-
lage and its local hierarchies. As Dorondel
promises in the introduction, this is indeed
a two-way street littered with unintend-
ed consequences. At last, the victims and
perpetrators become humans with a face,
interests and beliefs instead of systemic
tendencies and structural developments.
In sum, Disrupted Landscapes is a thought-
provoking and colourful book well written.
The author knows how to portray village
life as a backdrop to economic and societal
developments, without basing his narrative
on anecdotal evidence. Conversely, in the
background relevant archival and statisti-
cal sources are referred to and conceptual
literature has clearly informed the analy-
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sis, without diminishing the readability of
the book in any way. The only major wish
left unfulfilled by this book may be an
unfair one. Apart from the reminder that
the interaction between humans and their
environment under both socialism and
postsocialism differs substantially from
country to country and even from one
village to the next, Dorondel has little to
say on transnational comparisons and the
representativeness of his case studies. On
the other hand, if he had, he would have
written a far less innovative and colourful
book. Arguably, as the excellent conclu-
sions underline, Dorondel is less normative
and milder than Scott because of the fact
that he studies two consecutive utopian
projects of high modernity (191). Whereas
Scott could claim that these (in his case of-
ten totalitarian) projects were bound to fail,
Dorondel proves that undoing one utopia is
bound to produce a new utopia with similar
dynamics and dire consequences for the
village and the environment.

Wim van Meurs (Kleve/Nijmegen)

Costas Simitis, The European Debt Crisis.
The Greek Case, Manchester: Manches-
ter University Press, 2014. 368 pp., ISBN
987-0-7190-9578-8, £17.99

This book, written by the former prime
minister of Greece, Costas Simitis, is an up-
dated translation from the Greek original
published in 2012 and ‘traces the develop-
ment of the debt crisis in the Eurozone from
the moment it manifested itself in Greece to
June 2013’ (viii). Hence the book does not
cover the recent rise to power of Syriza, but
does discuss its first electoral successes. Its
32 chapters are grouped into six parts and
move chronologically and in detail through
the political and economic developments
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of the Greek debt crisis in the context of
European politics.

The titles of the chapters are catchy,
such as ‘Was Greece Ready for the Euro?’
or “The Elections of 6 May: Euro or Drach-
ma? However, it is hard to search for and
find any specific information. Economic
and political analyses of various problems
are spread throughout the book that con-
textualises the chronologically discussed
events in Greek and European political
arenas. Although these analyses together
could provide a theoretical framework,
they are not integrated as such until the fi-
nal two chapters. Therefore, the book reads
more like a collection of essays rather than
a comprehensive scholarly work, which fits
the profile of a politician with an academic
background.

The first part addresses the emergence
of the Greek debt crisis between 2004 and
2009; the second part discusses the fail-
ure of the first memorandum between the
Troika (European Commission, European
Central Bank and International Monetary
Fund) and Greece in the period May 2010
to May 2011; part three deals with the
discussion on debt restructuring between
June and October 2011; part four discusses
the adoption of the second memorandum.
The fifth part addresses the formation of
a new coalition government in Greece in
the summer of 2012 as well as the limited
improvements following the second mem-
orandum; and the final part is comprised of
two chapters that conclude the discussion
on the Greek crisis and its dimensions in
European Union (EU) politics respectively.

Part one is enlightened by Simitis’ time
as prime minister from 1996 to 2004, and
thus the author defends the economic
achievements of his government to qualify
for the euro. Simitis explains how it was
possible for Greece to so quickly be pulled
into a debt crisis by 2009, which he assigns
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to the lost elections of 2004. Simitis” Pan-
hellenic Socialist Movement (Pasok) lost
the elections to the conservative party, the
New Democracy. Simitis accuses the New
Democracy government of ‘criminal indif-
ference’ to the need for continuing efforts
to bring down the Greek public debt level.
The change of government ‘signified the
beginning of a period when adherence to
EU restrictions, macroeconomic rules and
obligations and due diligence was relegat-
ed to mere window dressing’ (16). Simitis
is, however, almost equally displeased with
the Pasok government led by George Pa-
pandreou. Papandreou, who had served
as minister of foreign affairs under Simitis,
took office in October 2009 and failed to
make an end to the course of New Democ-
racy. According to Simitis, he continued
the electioneering that his predecessors had
started, by making unattainable electoral
promises and blaming the EU for unpopu-
lar policies.

The following parts of the book discuss
chronologically the developments of the
Greek debt crisis and the policy responses
from the EU. Issues such as the possibility
of a Greek “haircut’, Eurobonds, a return to
the drachma, the European Financial Sta-
bility Facility (EFSF), the European Stabil-
ity Mechanism (ESM), and of course the
memoranda are discussed in detail. Simitis
presents himself as an expert of EU politics
finding his way through the EU institu-
tions, summits, and policies as well as an
analyst of the Greek electoral debates in
relation to the economic crisis.

What makes the book worthwhile is the
author’s expertise in policy-making sur-
rounding the European Monetary Union
(EMU). Simitis presents a view on the
Greek debt crisis that is commonly held
by international commentators. He argues
that Greece is part of a larger European
problem, that the creation of the EMU de-
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mands further alignment of fiscal policies
and transfer of funds from core countries
(northern Europe) of the EU to the periph-
ery (southern Europe) in order to facilitate
further convergence. Furthermore, Simi-
tis explains the inability of the mentioned
Troika to come up with more permanent
solutions to the Greek debt crisis under
political pressure from the different Eu-
ropean member states. The European
Council refused to provide debt relief in
fear of losses for private banks that could
potentially destabilise their own respective
economies further than the global finan-
cial crisis already had. These are commonly
held insights, but the focus on ‘the Greek
case’ does make the policy-making and the
relation between the EU institutions and
national governments more tangible. As
the book progresses, Simitis eventually
showcases his vision for a more balanced
EU framework.

Simitis was a third-way social democrat
during the 1990s, however in this book
he first and foremost presents himself as
a European minded politician, as is evi-
dent from the scarceness of ideologically
coloured statements. He understands the
limits of EU policy-makers; however he
has enough political insight to criticise the
EU technocrats. The first memorandum,
which the Troika and Greece signed on 7
May 2010, was ‘a medicine with danger-
ous side effects” according to Simitis (53).
It imposed austerity without lightening
the burden of public debt, thereby ag-
gravating the crisis in Greece as well as
in the EU. The crisis spread to Portugal,
Ireland, Spain, and Italy, only emphasis-
ing the need for a European solution. Sim-
itis argues that ‘despite the idiosyncratic
qualities of the Greek problem, it did not
constitute an isolated case’ (73). Rather, it
resulted from the more basic shortcomings
of the EMU.
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The first chapter of the final part of the
book concludes the analysis of the Greek
crisis, the second that of the European cri-
sis. He synthesises his argument as: ‘Greece
triggered the crisis in the Eurozone, but
was not the cause of it. [...] The cause is in-
herent in the fact that the Eurozone is a full
monetary union but an imperfect economic
and fiscal union [...]; the mature economies
of the European North differ significantly
from the less mature economies of the
South’ (322). In the final chapter, Simitis
shows his true colours. He denounces the
constrictive technocratic vision of conserv-
ative Europeans who have dominated the
European Council and Commission since
the referenda in 2005, when France and the
Netherlands rejected the adoption of the
European constitution.

With this book, Simitis joins the call for
‘escaping forwards’, which means that the
crisis should be used to advance ‘economic
governance’ and ‘political union” in the EU
(338). The book is a consistent analysis of
the Greek debt crisis and presents a pro-
gressive European perspective. A perspec-
tive that all too often seems to be lost amid
the Euroscepticism and resulting conserva-
tism surrounding the EU these days.

Geert Luteijn (Amsterdam)

Tanja Zimmermann, Der Balkan zwischen
Ost und West. Mediale Bilder und kul-
turpolitische Prigungen, Koln et al.:
Bohlau, 2014 (Osteuropa medial, 6).
504 pp., 1201ll., ISBN 978-3-412-22163-8,
€59,90

Readers interested in the imaginary of
the Balkans, as transmitted through the
media, and in the reception of these in the
Balkans themselves will find Tanja Zim-
mermann’s book Der Balkan zwischen Ost



