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test that communist-era actors have been 
prevalent and important in both the politi-
cal and judicial fi elds. 

Hein explains the transition in Romania 
by using the concept of ‘patrimonialism’, 
manifested in a ‘highly personalised, au-
thoritarian, or semi-authoritarian regime’ 
(324). In both Romania and Bulgaria, Hein 
observes how the judicial institutions at all 
levels were constantly subject to political 
interventions, and yet the new constitution-
al practice was nevertheless continuous, 
thanks to the adherence to the law by some 
of the relevant actors. He grants that the 
political organization in Bulgaria was more 
stable than in confl ict-ridden Romania. 

Progressively, in both cases, the impetus 
to eff ect essential changes manifested itself 
in the desire to join the EU. For both na-
tions, the author off ers a careful account 
of the legal struggles against the political 
background of each country, showing how 
their constitutional expansions refl ected 
broader political contexts. Hein points out 
that in the constitutional developments of 
both countries, foreign consultants exerted 
a signifi cant eff ect to ensure the rule of law 
and the independence of the judiciary, par-
ticularly in view of EU membership condi-
tions during the accession process.

In light of certain proceedings that many 
today would prefer to forget, the transfor-
mation of power in Romania in 2004 and 
the election of Băsescu as president meant 
a break with the enormous politicisation 
of the judiciary by the Iliescu government 
between 2000 and 2004. Minister of Justice 
Stănoiu replaced almost all of the pros-
ecutors assigned to investigating corrup-
tion and the events of December 1989; he 
suspended the implementation of verdicts 
against former army generals with regard 
to the order to shoot in December 1989; and 
he cancelled rulings related to the return of 
property. Judicial salaries were frozen in 

order to intimidate members of the appa-
ratus, resulting in increased susceptibility 
to corruption. 

PSD Prime Minister Năstase publicly 
called for a pro-government law that com-
pletely shut down the legal fi ght against 
corruption. Hein refers to ‘a comprehensive 
re-politicisation of law enforcement, judi-
cial and self-management activities of the 
judiciary’. He calls this phase the obscur-
est era of the judiciary in postcommunist 
Romania (358). 

The issue of the ‘suspicion of self-promo-
tion of the political elite’ (445) after 1990 is 
discussed again and again. Hein convinc-
ingly concludes that in both countries the 
‘effi  ciency and consistent independence of 
the judiciary institutions remain precari-
ous’ (462). 

The author presents a content-rich study 
that is analytically, argumentatively, and 
stylistically of the fi rst order, which would 
merit publication in Romanian and Bulgar-
ian as well. Indeed, this is one of the fi rst 
thorough, knowledgeable, and balanced 
presentations of intertwined legal and po-
litical developments in postsocialist East-
ern Europe.

Andreas Raff einer (Bozen/Bolzano) 

Michaela Schäuble, Narrating Victim-
hood. Gender, Religion and the Mak-
ing of Place in Post-War Croatia, New 
York/Oxford: Berghahn, 2014 (Space and 
Place, 11). XVII, 374 pp., ISBN 978-178-
2382-60-7, $ 120.00

The book under review is the result of 
a longer fi eld study which took the author 
to the Dalmatian hinterland in Croatia 
a number of times between 2003 and 2012. 
Schäuble was especially interested in the 
small city of Sinj near the Bosnian-Herzego-
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vinian border about thirty-fi ve kilometres 
from Split, the Dalmatian capital. In the 
rest of Croatia and in the capital Zagreb 
especially Sinj and the whole region are 
known both for strong rural and religious 
traditions and for the dominance of radi-
cal nationalist political att itudes, an image 
providing fertile ground for mocking the 
people of the hinterland. At the same time, 
Sinj is an important religious and cultural 
site because of its mysterious icon of the 
Virgin Mary and its historical Alka tour-
nament. The Miraculous Painting of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary was brought there in 
1687 by Franciscan friars from the north-
ern Herzegovinian village of Rama, after 
the friars joined the rest of the population 
in their escape from advancing Ott oman 
troops. That historical event is the foun-
dation for the self-conception, under in-
vestigation here, of a suff ering and heroic 
people, and for the author therefore must 
play a prominent role in deciphering the 
local identity.

The subtitle suggests the complexity of 
Schäuble’s approach to her subject. Focus-
ing on social and cultural constructions of 
gender and place as well as on their rooted-
ness in religious practices, her aim has been 
to create an ‘in-depth description of local 
responses to present processes of the Eu-
ropean Union’s integration policy and [to] 
analyse how and where people in post-war 
rural Dalmatia position themselves within 
the imaginary cartography of the “new 
Europe”—and/or its immediate outside’ 
(2). As the author shows, the immediate 
past which saw traumatic experiences of 
the violence of recent war has converged 
with old wounds from World War II—mass 
graves hiding partisan atrocities against 
the local people are still unrecovered—to 
constitute the narrative frame for the ne-
gotiation of recent political confl icts. It is 
not a new insight that in Croatia and other 

former Yugoslav countries the construction 
of historical ‘self-victimization’ represents 
the central narrative used to vindicate new 
political claims. But Schäuble succeeds in 
unfolding a whole panorama of regional 
but deeply nationalist cultural and politi-
cal practices, bound to a rural landscape 
that is harsh and still poor. Showing how 
discourses on that landscape, and on poli-
tics, identity, and ‘lived experience’ (15) 
are intertwined, Schäuble distances herself 
from the trauma paradigm and interprets 
practices of remembrance and their nation-
alist goals rather as strategies of self-em-
powerment, particularly wherever injus-
tice and lack of sovereignty are dominant 
experiences. Thus she stresses the central 
role of emotions in times of radical change, 
a factor which has until now been largely 
overlooked in the research on postsocialist 
societies and their transformation in a glo-
balizing world.

To achieve her own empathetic and at 
the same time critical research narrative 
Schäuble uses what I would call a chiastic 
and refl exive methodological approach by 
resorting to discourses and forms of several 
representations as well as to the immediacy 
of social practices as sources. Outlining her 
chain of thought and her research respon-
sibility to her interlocutors while also re-
jecting their radical political att itudes, she 
always refl ects her own standpoint as a re-
searcher. Thus, for example, she includes 
long citations from her notes of her fi eld-
work in a bid to uncover the various layers 
of interpretation as a knowledge process, 
while tying her interpretations to theories 
or other studies. 

In an impressively accomplished man-
ner, Schäuble connects all three of her main 
topics—gender, religion and the making 
of place. First, she analysed the Alka-tour-
nament as a complex lieu de mémoire; 
and then looked at Marian devotion as 
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a strategy to justify both violent resistance 
and ecclesiastical infl uence on society and 
politics. Third comes the religious and po-
litical marking of landscapes as milieu de 
mémoire and the strong emotional rooted-
ness to the region, while fourth is the con-
struction of militarised heroic masculini-
ties and their role in dealing with societal, 
economic, and psychological instabilities in 
a postwar society. Fifth and fi nally Schäu-
ble has addressed the region’s economic 
deprivation and its consequences for the re-
traditionalisation of family structures and 
the ‘nationalisation of village life’ through 
the romanticisation of subsistence farming 
(277). In all of these chapters, the author 
uses as a research prism the contested way 
war crimes committ ed by Croatian soldiers 
during the ‘Homeland War’ (1991-1995) has 
been dealt with, and with that the protest 
against the accusations against high-rank-
ing members of the Croatian army. It seems 
every time Schäuble turned her att ention to 
the matt er she discovered some new detail 
in a panorama which, in the beginning, she 
had not been able to comprehend. 

Laying aside the many convincing in-
sights Schäuble’s book provides for an 
understanding of the postsocialist situa-
tion in marginalised rural regions, I must 
record a few critical remarks, albeit minor 
ones. My fi rst objection is to her inconsist-
ent use of the concept of postsocialism, for 
example when she speaks of communism 
and thus refers to the counter-narrative of 
her interlocutors. That sometimes leads 
her to overlook the socialist heritage in the 
specifi ed social practices and discourses 
on the one hand, while on the other hand 
she fails to question the historical evalua-
tion, as narrated by the locals, that social-
ist Yugoslavia was a centralised state (286) 
and thus part of the experience of depra-
vation (in fact technically it was a federal 
state, based on a model of economic self-

management). However, that is not really 
a failure of the author but rather points to 
the general problem that there has simply 
been too litt le research on how the social-
ist state interacted with its rural regions 
in terms of its concrete political practice. 
Thus, the experience of discrimination in 
the region that Schäuble notes cannot be 
checked against a more realistic interpre-
tative framework. My second reservation 
concerns the missing interpretation of the 
Franciscan friars’ masculinities, although 
their political engagement is indeed strong-
ly described. While Schäuble’s citations of 
catholic masses are noteworthy for clearly 
showing how the clergy manipulates its 
prerogative of interpretation, a glance at 
the friars’ own masculinities would have 
been illuminating to help understand their 
roles in stabilizing local power relations 
as both individuals and representatives of 
a local elite. 

On the whole, in vivid terms Schäuble 
has encompassed the gendered self-con-
ception of martyrdom and (self-)victimisa-
tion as narratives intended to strengthen 
a defensive masculine identity that was his-
torically adjusted against foreign imperial 
powers and is now set against neoliberal 
globalisation. However, that same mas-
culinity is also directed against the state, 
a political entity never experienced as trust-
worthy—not only during Yugoslav times, 
but also now, in the Croatian nation-state. 
Pointing to the absurdities and contradic-
tory results of that attitude, Schäuble’s 
careful presentation of people’s persistence 
on autochthony and suff ering makes clear 
that both, the centres and the margins alike, 
must take responsibility for changing that 
dangerous one-way road. Hence, this well 
researched and sensitive study is of par-
ticular importance because of its focus on 
hegemonic and marginalised masculinities 
and on emotions, for it well describes the 
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central role of both in the widening gap 
between rural and urban lives in marginal-
ised mediterranean regions. This excellent 
book should inform and stimulate further 
research on the region, on masculinities, on 
state building, and on right-wing politics.

Brigita Malenica (Hamburg)

 Srđa Pavlović / Marko Živković, eds, 
Transcending Fratricide. Political My-
thologies, Reconciliations, and the Un-
certain Future in the Former Yugosla-
via, Baden-Baden: Nomos, 2013, 300 pp., 
ISBN 978-3-8487-0454-5, € 54.00

This ninth edited volume of the Nomos 
series of ‘Southeast European Integration 
Perspectives’ broadly addresses the topic 
of reconciliation in post-confl ict societies 
of the Western Balkans. It includes an in-
troductory chapter followed by thirteen 
contributions, in which the editors Srđa 
Pavlović and Marko Živković of the Uni-
versity of Alberta in Canada outline among 
the main challenges for the Western Bal-
kans ‘accomplishing reconciliation and 
maintaining political stability in a society 
that is divided on the issue of war guilt and 
responsibilities for crimes’ (18). However, 
since what ensues relates only rather loose-
ly to the above mentioned challenge, the 
reader must search carefully indeed for the 
thread that binds all the contributions to-
gether. Structurally, the chapters approach 
the post-confl ict situations in the Yugoslav 
successor states from the points of view 
of diff erent academic disciplines and with 
diff erent levels of analysis. 

In the fi rst chapter, James E. Waller tells 
the story of ‘fratricide’, all the way from 
Cain and Abel’s Biblical ‘brother killing’ 
to Raphael Lemkin’s 20th century defi ni-
tion of genocide. Waller states that his focus 

is the ‘politics of naming’ of atrocities, in 
terms of genocide, ethnic cleansing, war 
crimes and crimes against humanity, all of 
which are relevant to the process of post-
confl ict reconciliation. However, Waller 
then proceeds to make brief mention of 
the categories’ application fi rst in general 
and then with particular reference to the 
international courts (ICTY, ICC and ICJ) 
in relation to the wars of the 1990s in the 
former Yugoslavia. However, as a result 
this fi rst chapter has litt le relevance to the 
rest of the volume.

In a contribution described by the edi-
tors as the ‘navel’ of the volume, Hariz Hal-
ilovich and Ron Adams, looking through 
a socio-anthropological prism, tell the 
story of zavičaj which the authors tell us 
describes in this case a prewar multiethnic 
Bosnian sense of belonging, of att achment 
to place. Halilovich and Adams examine 
how that sense of zavičaj was lost but then 
recreated after the destruction of the vil-
lage of Klotjevac, near Srebrenica. When 
Serb forces destroyed Klotjevac in 1992, 
many Bosniaks fl ed to Srebrenica; but to-
day the majority of those who survived the 
att empted genocide have reluctantly come 
back to what is now a part of the Repub-
lika Srpska, the Serb entity in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. The authors point out that 
Klotjevac today has been ‘recreated’ by 
‘cultural practices, embodied memory and 
social networks’ (159) in which returnees, 
survivors and foreigners are incorporated 
into the same zavičaj.

While Halilovich and Adams’s analy-
sis of Klotjevac adopts an anthropologi-
cal approach, Andrew Gilbert discusses 
the ‘politics of historical imagination’ in 
post-confl ict Bosnia and Herzegovina at 
a diff erent level of analysis. He argues that 
the ‘master narrative of antagonistic ethnic 
diff erence’ dominant due to the ‘violence 
of the 1990s war’, has not legitimised the 


